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On Oct. 21, Catholic priest Enrique Blandon and Seventh Day Adventist pastor Gustavo Adolfo
Tiffer were released by the a contra band near Waslala, north-central Nicaragua. The two clerics left
Waslala on Oct. 10 to meet with local contra field commanders about the Nicaraguan government's
amnesty program, and were subsequently kidnapped. According to Witness for Peace, a churchsponsored organization with offices in Washington and Managua, Blandon and Tiffer were released
at 8 a.m., and walked four hours to Waslala, where they were met by thousands of local residents.
Amidst the ringing of church bells, the two men gave thanks for their safe return, and Blandon
restated his commitment to continue working for peace. Contras kidnapped the clergymen on Oct.
11 from the small community of Ocote Tuma, near Waslala. The clergymen had traveled to Ocote
Tuma in response to a note from the contras showing interest in amnesty. They were kidnapped
and forced to walk for seven to eight hours each day until their release. Speaking to WFP by radio
from Waslala on Wednesday afternoon, Fr. Blandon reported that he and Tiffer were in good
physical condition, and that they were very aware of the international outcry over their capture. The
international pressure affected the contras, and the final order for the release of the two men came
from Honduras by radio, Blandon said. According to the Associated Press (10/22/87), Blandon told
the WFP via radio that he and Tiffer had been threatened. He said they were kidnapped by a contra
chief who called himself Cantinflas. "He threatened us with death and told us we would be in their
power because we are dangerous people," said Blandon. A contra spokeswoman, Marta Sacasa,
said in Miami that the two were freed in El Ocote, near Waslala, where the clergymen live. Sacasa
denied that the two clergymen and WFP volunteer Paul Alan Fisher had been kidnapped. "We have
advised foreigners who are cooperating with the Sandinista government that they have no reason
to be in military zones," she said. "It's a dangerous situation." At an Oct. 22 news briefing, State
Department spokesperson Phyllis Oakley told reporters that the contras released the Nicaraguan
clergymen on the morning of Oct. 21 in the village of El Ocote Tuma in the presence of several
witnesses. (WFP volunteers, many of whom are members of religious groups in the US, are posted
in communities throughout Nicaragua. WFP regularly interviews witnesses of contra attacks, and
clashes between the Sandinista army and the contras to determine whether human rights abuses
have occurred. The organization can be contacted at P.O. Box 29497, Washington, D.C. 20017.)
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